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bearing the lantern.   The fleet was following his light
during the night, as they supposed.    What Drake ac-
tually did  seems  to  have  been this: A number of
Flemish vessels with the Arrnada began to make oi
up-Channel  in the  freshening gale.    Drake pursued
them, accompanied by the Bear and Mary Rose.   Lord
Howard, Frobisher and Hawkins continued through
the   night,   following   what   they   imagined   to   be
Drake's lantern.   In the morning they discovered that
the lantern  ahead was  Spanish.    They were in the
middle of the Armada.    Without delay the English
wore round and put themselves out of danger.   It has
been contended that Drake, when he saw the mysterious
vessels making off in the darkness, was justified in giv-
ing chase without warning the rest of the fleet.   But
he was bearing the lantern.    That Howard's watch-
keepers did not see either the Flemish ships or Drake
may have been due to their attention being concen-
trated upon the light ahead.   The orders were to follow
the light ahead.   When they no longer saw the light
of Drake's lantern, they very naturally picked up what
they imagined was his, and followed that.
In the meanwhile, by a stroke of good fortune which
the eulogists of Sir Francis have found more than a
little embarrassing, Drake returned from his chase of
the Flemish merchantmen and at dawn discovered him-
self alongside the disabled Catalina, Don Pedro de
Valdez commanding. All night de Valdez had driven
off various English ships who had attacked him, but
instantly, so the story goes, he capitulated to the mighty
Drake and expressed his satisfaction at being captured
by so eminent a seaman.
Fifty-five thousand ducats were found in her chests
and the ship with her four hundred odd men was sent
to Torbay, where much powder was taken from her
hold and rushed out to Lord Howard's fleet. Drake,